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YANKEE HEROES.

They Sank the Merrimac by
Sampson’s Orders.

RAN HER INTO THE CHANNEL.

Hobson and His Seven Men Blew
Her Up and Are Prisoners,

A Part of Our Plan {0 Misok the Chanmnel
and Bottie Up Corvera—Thers Wera Mauny
Volumirers for (ke Dungerons Work—=The
Sleamer Hushied Ento the Harber Under
B Terrific Wpaniah Fire —They Amchered

MidohAnuel, HEmbnrked In »

and Hrayvely Poshed O Ar

ter Setting O am  Imieranl Explesive—

Her In

Hewbant,
The WMig Ceillar Bank In the CThanasl-—
The Elght Gallant Men, Unabie te Make
Their Way liack Through the Hall of Fro-
Jrotiles, Gave Thomeelves Up as Prisoners

Special Cahle Despateh to The Bus.

Kmvastox, Jamnicn, June 4.—THE Sux's
despateh boat wwhich has just arrived here
birings details of the sinking of what the
Spaniards ealled an Amerlean auxiliary
eruiser In the entrance to the bay of Santl-
ago yesterday afternoon, The first ndvices
received here and ciabled to New York were
from a Spanish source, These were to the
effect that the :-.'-mniard’n had allowed the
veesel, which wae really the collier Merri:
mac, to pass the flest line of submarine
mines gunrding rlie entrance, but when ahe
renched the second line a torpedo was sent
sgainst her, with the renult tha she was
sunk. This was, of course, & Spanlsh fle-
tlon, The facts are as follows:

Admiral Sampson, who ls now In com.
mand of the American fleet off Santiago,
determined to block the entraoce to pre-
vent the escape of Admiral Cervera’s asquad-
ron. This decision was arrived at as part
of the plan of the American Government,

The intention is to use the land forees to
compel the capitulation of Santiago and
the surrender of Admiral Cervera’s aquad-
ron. Bysinking the Merrimae in the chan-
nel the egress of the Spanish ships is
prevented, avd  thern  Is, theroforve,
danger of their putting to sea and escaping
rome stormy night when the American
ships would be compelled to ron out for

no
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Once the plan of blecking the entrance
wan decided upon, the Merrimac was
selected for the purpose, as owing to her
length—1330 feet—she would completely
¢lose the ehannel, even if she did not sink
direetly nerods it.

Admiral Ssmpson caused It to be known
" abionrd the =ships that velunteers wers
wantel for the perilous tusk of run-
ning the vessel peast the batterles and
ainking her. It was a desperate under-
taking, as every man in the fleet knew, for
the chanees were very great that i the
Merrimae passed the batterles nnscathed
she would be blown up by & mine. This,
"howeser, dild wot deter cither officers or
men from volunteering.

In foct, they jumped at the chance
and many sigoitied their willlngness
to carry out the Admiral's plan.

The lafter found considerable difficalty
in plcking out the elght men that
waere required for the work owing to
the great number that had volunteered.
Fome of the meu were much disgruntled
to find that they had been passed over In
the selection.

Finally, however, Naval Construector Flob-
son and seven other mmen were picked out,
the former commuauding the gallant crew,
They atonce went on board the collier,where
preparations wers made for the work
aliead of them. After everything had been
arranged the officers and crew of the Mer-
rimae left her, going on board the Texas,

Then, with everything o readiness, and
with those oun board of her faclog
wlhat appeared to be sure death, the
Merrimac atarted for the entrance at
8 o'clock Friday morning.

For some nnknown reason the Spanlards
e no sttempt to blow up the vessel with
their mines, but they did direct some of
the flire from the batierles upon her.
Blie was hit & wumber of times, but
the sbota did not check her progress
sud she went along untll she reached the
parrowest part of the channel, when she
dropped her anchor, Her headway caused
her to drag considerably, but flually the
anohor checked ber aud sbe swung broad.
side on to the channel.

Then the men eet off & torpedo stored
away in the fore hold, and entering a
rowboat pusbed off, There must bave
been o large hole torn in her hull by the
explosion which followed, for she sauk (na
® 1ort time.

Meanwhile Coustruciwor Hobson and the
brave men with him were pulled away
froma the ship. The Merrimac gave =»
. lunge and plusged to the bottom, goe
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feet of waler. Part of her smoke-
ntack and masts project above the water.

1t was, of courns, Imposaible for Hobson
and hin erew to pass oul of the harbor In
face of tha fire from the batteriea,

They therefore ealmly procesded to row
to the Cristobal Colon, the flagahip of the
Spanish squadron, whers they ylelded
themnelvea prisoners of war,

Though they had shut off all ehances
of eacaps for the Spaniah flest, Ad-
miral Cervera recognized and admired
their  bravery. They were treated
kindly, and Iater In the day the
Spanish commander send out a boat with
nflag of truce to Admiral Sampson with
an offer to exchange his prisoners for soma
of the Spaniards who are now confined at
Atlanta.

Admiral Sampsaon could not arrange to
do thimon hls own responsibility, but he
ban cabled to Washington for permisalon
to effect the exchange,

The prinoners wers taken shortly after
their capture to Morro Castle, where they
will be confined until thelr exchange ecan
be effected. Among the eight men (s
Claunen, the coxswain of the New York.

The flag of truce waa carried to Admiral
Bampaon by Capt. Oviedo, Admirnl Carve-
ra'a chief of staff. He told Admiral Samp-
son that the prisoners had requested that
provisions and money be sent to them,

This requeat wan cheerfully acceded to
and the monoy and supplies were taken
back on the boat on which Capt. Oviedo
vinited the American flagahip.

The sinking of the Merrimaec was cauned
by asmall torpedo that had been arranged
in her lower hold. This was connected by
electric wires with the quarterdeck, from
which [t was exploded.

The men aboard of the Merrimae ran no
danger from the explosion, and It Is sup-
posed that those who were wounded re-
celved thelr Injuries from the shore bat-
lerles,

Admiral Qervera, who bas spent some
time in the Unlted States, complimented
the men upon their bravery.

His appreciation of their act was shown
in his note to Admiral Sampson, in which
he requested an exchange of prisoners be-
couse of the bravery of those he had
captured,

The American naval officers speak In
highly complimentary terms of the chiv-
alry displayad by Admliral Cervera, and
are wishing for an opportunity to return
hin kindnensa,

Cadet Powell, who was the laat man to
nee- Lient. Hobson before his start, and
who had charge of the launch during ita
pertlous trip, after gauch needed sleep told
the story of hia experience, He nald:

“Lleut. Hobson took a sleep for n
fow hours, which was often Interrupted,
A qunrtar to two o'clock he came on deck
and made a flnal Inspection, giving his
Inat Instructions, Then we had a little
luneh,

"Hobaon was as cool as s eucumber, About
2:0 o'clock I took the men who were not
goingon the trip intothe launch and started
for the Texas, the neareat ship, but had to
g0 buck for one of the assistant engloeers
whom Hobson finally compelled to leave,
1 shook hands with Hobson the last of all.
He sald: *Powell, watch the boal's crew
when we pull out of the harbor. We will
be cracks, rowing thirty strokes to the
minute,”

* Afterleaving the Texas I naw the Merr!-
mac steaming slowly lo, It was only [airly
dark then and the shore was quite visible.
We followed about thres-quarters of a mile
astern. The Merrimac stood about a mile
to the westward of the harbor and seemed
a bit mixed, turning completely around,
finally heading to the east, she ran down,
then turning in.

“YWe were then chasing him because 1
thought Hobson had lost his bearings,
When Hobson was about 200 yards from
the harbor the first gun was fired from the
esstern blufr,

“IWe were then balf & mile off ahore,
close under the batteries. The firing in-
creasod rapldly. We steamed In slowly
and lost sight of the Merrimao In the
smioke which the wind carrled off shore,
It bung heavily.

** Before Hobson could have blown up the
Mervimao the western battery picked up
and commenced firing, They shot wild,
and we only heard the shots,

“*We ran in satill closer to the shore and
the gunoers lost sight of us, Then we heard
the explosion of the torpedoon the Merri-
mae, Untll daylight we waited just outalde
the breakers, half & mile to the westward
of Morro, keeping a bright lookout for the
boat or for swimmers, but saw nothing.

** Hobaon had arranged to meet us at that
point, but, thinking thet some one might
have drifted out, we crossed In front of
Morro and the mouth of the harbor to the
eastward. About 6 o'clock we cfoased the
harbor sgain within & quarter of & mile
and stood to the wu.hru'd.

“In passing we saw ono sparof the Merri.
muc sticking out of the water, Wehuogged
the ahore just outside of the breakers for o
wile and then turned toward the Texons,
when the batteries saw us and opened fire,
1t was then Lroad daylight, The first shot
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fired dropped 80 yards astern, but the other
shota went wild, I drove the lsunch for
all she was worth, finally making ths Now
York., The men behaved aplendidly.”

BAMPBON'S ACCOUNT OF IT.
Tha Muking of the Merrimas Bricfly Told=Ths
Admiral fays Corvern Cannst Bacape.

WanmiveTow, June &—This cable despateh
from Admiral Bampeon was mads publio by the
Navy Dopartment this afternoon:

“Moim, Haytl, June &, —~Buaccesded In ainking
Merrimae In the channal of Bantiago to-day at
4 P. M., June 8, This was carried out most
gallantly under command of Navai Oonstructor
Hobaon and ssven men. By fiag of truoe from
Oervera, sent In recognition of their bravery,
am informed all are prisoners of war. Two
slighlly wounded. Request authority to ap-
prove exchauge, If possible, between these and
prisoners at Atlanta. Bix of Fpanish sguasdron
in the harbor of Bantisgo, unable to avold be-
ing eaplured or destroyed. Samrson.”

The sinking of the colller Merrimao In Santi-
ago harbor, thus cuttlog off means of ssoaps for
Oervera's squadron, haa pui the Government
officials in & happy stale of mind to-day. At the
Nary Deparument offloers are comgratulaling
ono another over what Commander Hobson has
done, They breath sasler now in the certainty
that the Bpanish ships oanmot get away. The
fear that a hurricans wonld drive the squadrons

of Hampeon sna Schisy from the blockaded port |

and permit Coervera to ssoape has certalnly
wvanlshed, Storms are no longer dreaded. TWhile
it will bs necensary to keep some vesssls off
Bantiago to prevent the enemy from attempling
toremauve the wrack of the Merrimac, the whale
Ameorican flest can safely go away If stress of
weathar makes It necesaary, and not retnrn to
its vigil off the port for several days. There
moval of the wreck will baa big undertaking,
and cannot be necomplistied In leas than s wosk,
Eomn nfMcers think that three weeks of nnintar-
riupted work will Lo necessary to clear the
chunnol of the obstruction.

The corking of Santiago's bottle-ahaped har-
bor will not make any cbange in the plans of the
Administration. For the present the combined
squidroue now under Admiral Sampson’s com-
mand will remain thero without doing anything
more than keeping the Spaniards from atlempt-
Ing to remove the Maerrimac or ereotlug new
batteries. The nlan of atiacking the fortiflca-
tlona and forcing & passage through the sup-
posed torpedo Aelds will remain in abeyancenow
tiat the Morrimac’s miasion hns been accom-
plished nuccesafully, Everyiling now depends
on the movaments of the military force to be
sont to Santingo. Until the land expedition
arrives thore the ships will tnko it easy. Ad-
vantuge will bs taken of the opportunity to
cloan the bulle of some of them, which nre
coverod with foul vegetable and mnarine
growths, and all the vessels will fill thelr co 1
bunkers., It {s not unlikely that the smaller
ships will go into sowe quieter barbor en the
southern const of the islond to take on conl,

When the army force reaches Santisgo active
operations will begin with the intention of can-
turing the olty, ita fortifieations, and Cervera's
ships, How soon the military expedition will
reach Bantiago the War Department authorit!es
will not tell and the naval nuthorities bave given
up guessing. Much eriticisin of thesrmy lu being
Indulged in by naral men. They belleve that
the army administration is unnecessarily slow,
and are chaling over Lho delay in gelling
troops to support the naval force. Every
hour of delay meanns more to the enamy than [t
doovs to the United Stavtes, they coutend, am it
will permit the strengthening of oid and the
ereotion of new defences about the baleagusred
town at pointa which the gune of the American
shiips caunot rench from their present ponition
outside the entraunce o the bay. The Joint mt-
tack ls to beyin na soon as the beary slege guns
of the United Staten sro pinced. The ersction
of these will be an undertakiog that will proba-
bly lead tu unaveidable fghting Ly the land
forces, but, socordiong te tho view of naval ofl-
oers, it will be done wilh groatler oase If there is
no further delay,

Admliral Bampson's officis] despatch, recelved
this afterncon, said that six Spanish ships were
In the harber of Hantlago, unable to avold being
captured or destroged. This Is Indlcative of Lthe
lntention of the Navy Department to make
quick work af Qervera's squndron. The wsix
vessels are the armored crulsers VYizoayas,
Oquende, Infanta Maria Terean, and Cristobal
Colon, and the torpedo hoat destroyers Furor
and Pluton, Untll Bampsou's despatch came
the denartment had not received positivein-
formation that all six were there. Schiley had
seen three crulsers and both destroyers, but the
fourth armorclad had not been alghted. In
sendiog word to Bampeon by flag-of-truce boat
that he would exchange Hobaon and hiscrew,
Admiral Cervera gavelhes first intimation te the
world that e was siill in Bantiago, and dis-
ponod of the reports circulated by the Spanish
Government that he was on his way to the
Phllippines, The reporits sald w0 have come
from Bantiago that Carvera would attempt to
destroy the Merrimac and effect n Junction
with Admiral Cawara's Cadlx squadron are re-
garded at the Navy Depurtment as the verieat
nonsense. In the first place Carvers cannot re-
move the bull of the blg eclller, and If he could
HBampeson weuld be ready to kuook hls vesssls
inte smitheresns. He cannol make any June-
tion with Camars, for the Iatter has not left
Cadis, The Navy Department knows this posi-
tively. Late last night s message cawe from a
truntworthy source saying that the reserve
squadron was otill at the Bpanish port with no
prospect of an carly departure,

The advautage gained by sinking the Merrl-
mao ln the entrance channe! al Bantiago cannot
bo overestimated. The projoct emanated with
the Naval War Board, snd lte mew bers are fecl-
Ing very Lappy te-day over the sucoess of thelr
schemeo, They at first declded to send somne eld
schooners Lo Santlago L& ocoupy Lhe spol where
the Merrimao lles, and, ns told In THe Buw at
the time, telegraphed to oMcers at Key West
and Tamps to get threo vessels for the purpose,
Afterward the schooner plan wae absndoned
on . account of the delay that would be
caused by sendlng salling craft around to the
southern comst of Cubs, and the fullllment of
the project waas lofs Lo Lhe disgretion of Admiral
Bampeen, In the Merrimac the adwirsl found
Just the veanel ho neoded, Hhe had develeped
defects In her machinery snd would be of litile
use without extenusive repairs. Awalstant Hagl-
noer Crank, Lhe engloser villoer attuched to the
colller, had reported Lo the Nuvy Devartmeus
that she wes in & bad way, and be found conasid-

erable difeulty In making her eomines
work, This couditlen settled the [fute
of the vesssl. Ebe was selected to be

used as an  obetruction W pavikatlen at
Aantiago, and Ssmpson procesded 1o carry vut
thue lilen of the War Board us suon as he joloed
Hobley, The Merrimav was sunk, socordlng to
the opinlon of offivers hiere, at the first turn in
the channel after passiug the eutrince, Capt.
Charles 1), Sigabes of the 8t Paul, whoess opiuion
Is valuablo bucause he was al Bantlago ten deys
sgo, luid Tne Bus roporier lo-dey that the
chunnel was vory narrow st the frel Lurn, sid
subipanlarge an the Merrimao would effeciu-
wlly block egress and (ngress for vassals like the
crulsers under Cervera. Olher oftivers, ono ol
whom, Capl, Johm R, Bartletr, chief of the
Naval Intelligence OMee, had been in Bantisgo
burbor three Umes, expressed Lo same viow,
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THE HERO OF SANTIAGO.

HONNON'S DARING DEED UNDER
TRE FIRE OF THE ENEMTI'S GUXNBS,

Witk Ssven Men We Senition the Merrimns in
tha Manth of Santinge Marbor—Admiral
Cerveras Rossgmises Mis Hravery and Offere
te Mechangs Him nsond the Gallant Men
Whe Accompanied Wim in HMis Porlleus
Underiaking ~Mx-Beeretnry Marbort Bnae Me
Be of the Btal of Which Moress Are Mades,

WasminaroN, June L—="When the nawscame
from Admiral Sampaon late thia afternoon that
Naval Construotor Richmond Pearcon Mobson
bad commanded the Merrimao in her parilous
undertaking naval offlcers were astonlahed.
Thelr surpriss was not duo to the belief that
Hobson was nol eapable of performling such
n daring deed, for he was connldered a man
of undoubled courars, but over the sclection
for the work of a meniber of & corps that Isloss
conoarned with hostllitios than any other branch
of the naval establishmant. The (dea of putting
a constroctor in chargs of the moét Important
project that has been undertaken in the
Weat Indies alnce the war begun was
s novel one to Hobson's DLrother offl-
cers, They were wondering what (b all
means, A canstructor Is supposed o stay
ashore, looking after the bullding and repairing
of shins In which otlers must do the fghting.
Rut Hobsomw had formed hia plans to be in the
tllck of the pressnt tronble, and having been
nu ful ln over Ing the prejudice agninast
nssigning constructors to sea duty, had grasped
his opportunity and turned out a hero.

e inof the stufl that they make herosa of,"
sald Col. Hilary A. Herbart, former Secretary of
the Navy, who, ns & Repreaentative In Congreas
from Alabama, appolnted young Hobson to the
Naval Academy, Everrbody alsa in Waahing-
ton thinks the same to-night, and (Hoese who
know the hero of the Merrimnac are recalllng in-
cllents in his eareer (o show how well itted he
waas for performing & deod of remarkable gal-
lantry and Judgment.

Just bow Admiral Sampson came to select
Hobion instead of sonie officer of the line, the
fighting branch of the ssrvies, nobody here
knows, The prevalling epinlon ia that Hobson,
always resdy with some ingénious scheme,
presented a plan to the Admite! showing how
the corkingup of Cervera could best bs accom-
pliakied, and asked that the distinetion of at-
temiping to carry it out be given him. Admiral
Bampson's despatch, llke most oMclal moessages,
{s dovold of detalle. Hegret s expressed that
he did not include in his telegram the names of
tho seven gallant enllsted men who acootnpa-
nied the young nnval constructor on the Merrl-
mac. All the oMelals want Lo honor them as
they are honoring thelr commandor, and naval
officern say thers Is nothing too good for them,
Hobson's Intrepldity will be recognizod, as was
Dowoy's and his commanding ofMcers, and all
thn seven enlisted men will undoubtedly recelve
substantial promotion.

In accordance with tho reguest of Admiral
Sampson, steps were taken lmmedintels to se-
cure the axchange uf Naval Constructor Hobson
red his crew, Hecretary Alger and Mr. Allan,
the Asalatant Secretary of the Navy, bad an
futerview on the subject this afternoun with
President MoKinley, and arrangements were
made for securing the releass of the elght
Amerioans for an equal number of the Spanish
officers and soldiers In conflnement at Fort
McPherson, near ‘tlwnta, Gn, A tologram
wis sent by the Navy Department fto
Admiral Sampson, giving him authority to
effect an oxchiange, aud an arcaugement will be
mnade with Captain-General Blanco by which
the Bpanish prisouers will be turhied over to hilm
at the samo time that Hobson and the scven

bluejackets are turned over to  Admiral
Sampaon, Much favorahle oomont  has
been caused by Cervera's msgnanimity

In agreelog to exchange Hobson and
uther Amorican captives, "In recognition of
thelr bravery,"” to auute Admiral Sampson'a
officlal despatch. Corvera resided In Washing-
ton & number of years azo as naval attaché of
the Spanish Legation. He is rememberod kindly
by those who know him. HAe understands Amer-
feans and thelr wars, aud Jeft maay frienda
here. Everybody whohas bad acqualntance with
Conatructor Hobson agreed that he is one of the
clevorest men who ever was graduated from the
Naval Academy.

Like most genfuses Consiructor Hobson Is rc«
gnrded as pocullar, Mon who were at Lhe
Naval Academy while he wan there say his
olasimates at first attempted to makelife mlucr-
erable for the qulet, natudlons boy, but found
that he could ressnt their actiona im
& way that made them desist before he
had been in the Academy vwery long, He
was only 156 years old when he went to
Anoapolis, and Bis most marked characteristic
wna his use of words seldom In the vocabulary
of n youngster of hin age. Une of his clasamntes
sald to-day that ilobson was hazoed n groat neal
In bin plebe year, and many a dignilled oMcer
bad vae honor of standing bim on his bead and
making Lim do sll sorts of rhiliculous things in
the beziog currlculum. Uoe day Hobson re-
sented the anmoyance 1o which he was subjected
by older cadeta in these words:

“1 do not deslre, nud nelther will I tolerate,
any more of your scurrilous contumely,"

Atanother time Hobson waa flabing from the
ond of the old Santes wharl, and & paseing
clagamate asked Lim what he waa doing.
““Merely Indalging In plscatorind pur-
wults, ssid the future hero of the Merri-
mao exploit. But while other cadets had
fun at kis expense, Hobson plodded away and
urndusted frowmn the Acadetiy wecond in his
class. He was the Captain of Qempany A of the
Cadet Battalion. His chulce of the Construe-
tion Corpns was not surprising to hins friends, for
it effered opportunity for the pursult of mathe-
matical studies,

Mr. Hobson is not yei 28 years of age, He was
born Aug. 17, 1870, In Greenahoro, Hale county,
Als, where he attended the Southeru Universl-
ty, gradusting at the hoad of bin class. Then he
woated to go 1o the Naval Academy, and
the chance was afforded when Col. Hilary A.
Herbert, the tepresantutive In Congress from
the Montgomery diatrict, had a vacaocy al the
Acadewy to fill, Col, Herbert and Judge Hob-
son of Mohblie, tho fatlier of the Constructor,
wero in the same reglmipnt In the Confedoraio
Army. They fought side by side wtthe hattle
of Sharpaburg, Col. Herbert heold & competitive
examination and young Hobson made the
bighest percentage. He received the supoint-
ment and woent to the Academy In Sep:
tember, 1066, Alter gradusting, in 1580, the
youngest nan in hisclas, be was sent ws & cadel
an the Augsbip Chicago with a squadron of
avoiution, and cruised In the Mediterransan
ann South American walers untll October, 1800,
Then he was oracred to a specinl course in
cosstruction at 1arls,
tho Erole Nationsle Superieurs du Mises and
twe ysars af tho Ecole Applications du Genle
Maritiwe. 1o thesummer motiths besiudied abip
sonstniction at the Frenph shipyards, Severnl
diplowies for distincbion were conferrad on him
by the French sohioois which he attended. ' Afier
viniting the Eoglish abloyards, e returned to

the

| the Unlted States in December, 1808, and was

on duty at the Navy Department as an Awaist-
aul Naval Conatructor from Januasry, LA84, to
April, 1868, During that thme he syrote a aubi-
ber of papers on technical subjects which wt-
traciel wide attention,

In tous and tue following year be was owm
duty st Lhe Hroeklyn Suavy Yard, and (o the
aunumer of 188 wonl o ses with Commodare
Bunoe's sqguadron, It was Mr, Hobson who pro-
posed Lbe establishment of & post-graduate
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course At the Naval Academy for cadets who
Intended to enter the OConatrnotion Corpa,
Hafore that time all oconstruclors wares
educated abroad. Mr. Hobson was placed
in charge of the courss, and through thal means
bhe found & way of golng with Admiral Samp-
mon's squadron just hefore the war hegan. It
was hin ldea that constructors ahliounld be as-
algned to eaa duty fn time of hostilitien on so-
count of their Enowledge of consiruotion of
snlps, which would epahle them W polnt
out the vital parts of an enemy's veuscls

aud  thus materially aselst commanding
ofMcers In  conducting eongagementa, He
nlno suoceeded In  having his olass of

oonstruction studeols asslgned tothierquadrons
engnged In operatione. Last April he was as.
algned to the flagehip New York, and was on
that vesserl when he volunteered Lo take the
Merrimao into the entrance chanoel of Hantiago
Hay. Recently he performoed the duties of cune
structor for the flect at Key Woal, and directed
the conniruction work of the naval aiation at
Lant place,

Mr. llowon wrole a number of essavas on
uaval toples. His most noled paper was ane
tigled, "The Situntlion and Outlook in Hurops,™
and dealt with military, naval, aud politiunl
subjects. This was published In *The Fro-
ceedings of the United States Naval Inntltute"
in January, 16805, and attractod conslderabls
attention wbroad, When the Chins-Japan
war began Mr, Hobson applied for duty with
the Jeapanese fleet In order that he milght
ohserve the affect of projectiles In vemssls of
modern oonatruotion, 1le wam namod for the
duty by Bacretary Herbert, but at the last
moment his orders were revoked. ‘I'lis reve-
cation was alirituted variously tolhe opposl-
tlon of line nMoers, who belloved that one of
thelr number should bave the asalgnment, and
to the premature publication of the fact
that he was =olng with the Japanese fleet,
which It was reported enused the Government
at Tokio to rescind its permisslon for fear that
other nations would bo offended over the privi-
logro given the United Staten. He alno applled
for observation duty In the Greek-Turklsh war.

in December, 1506, when ouly 20 years old, ha
was nominnated by the Mexlcan Government (o
reprosent it on  the commission of experta
to conduct trinle and pass upon the Mexican
vessel Duonta Guerra, bullt at Philadelphin.

Mr. Hobman s of North Caroline etocke. He In
a graat-nephew of Gorv. John Morehsad of that
Hiate, & grandeson of Chief Justice Richmong
Peamson, a great-granduon of Cal. Willlama,
Benator from Tennssses, and of Hugh Lawson
Whilite of T yand s nephaw of ichmond
Plerson, the prosent Representative in Congross
from the Asheville district of North Carolina,
His father was s Judge on the Alabama beneh.

The Merrlmac wna a stcel  slnglescrew
stenmer, bullt at Newoastlo, Kngland, in 1884,
and rebuilt by the Jobn N. Rohina Company,
New York, in November, 1507, Hhe was
of the highest class  In  tha Brirish
Lloyds and in the American Reoord,
Her principal dimenslons were: Length,
830 feot; benm, 44 feot; depth from side
of the deck to the top of the keel, 20 fest 10
Inchea; loand draugbt, 24 feet; load diapiace-
ment, 7.500 tons; total dead weight eapacity,
6,700 toans; indicated horso power, 1,300; spoed
when loaded, 10% knota; speed with lght lond,
11%, and could meke 13 knots in ballmst,
The Merrimac had 1wo comulote stesl
docks, steel top gnallant forecastle, wstesl
pllot nouse, stesl wheelhouse aft, and
wood bridge. Her constructlon wasasuch that
nhe could be used for earrying cattle and
stores, in additlon to cosl, and.would have
plenty of apace avallable for hosnital purposes,
Sho was purchassd from the Hogan line of
steamers running out of Anlitmore.

A8 SEEN THROUGEHR SPANISH EYES,

They nther Muddied the Facia Absul the
Hilowing U p «f the Morrimne.
Speeial "ably Deapateh to THE St

Mavrip, Juna 4, -The oMelal snuouncement
Is made that an Anerloan cruiser, approaching
tooclose to 1he ahore, has been sunk by the
batterion at Santiagy de Cuba,

It 18 roported here Lhal Lesides the vessel
sunk at the mouth of Hantlago harbor, the
Bpanish batteries soriously damaged Lwo Amer-
lean fronclads, The affulr Is described an a bril
Hant Spanish vlotory.

‘I'he Spanish oMclsl report of the second en-
gagonient at Santiago contalns the following:

““An armed transatiantio liser and s crulser
tried to force an entrunce into Santlego harbor,
The trunsatlantic nlenioer was alther torpadosd
or sunk by the fire of & battery. Admiral Cor-
vora jjersonally suved an American oMeer from
drownlng, which proves the closences of the
engagement. Most of the crow were drowned,
Thoe batteries reported that they damaged the
cruiner, which withdrew."

The oMcll telegram raportimg the engage-
ment st Santisgo eays: " The mines gnardiag
the entrance to Lhe barbor were exploded, and
slmultansously fire was opened ugon the two
vensuls from Morro Fort, the Helna Marcedas,
and Bocepn Castle., The Merrimao was sunk,
and the erulser retired lwmediately. One oM
cer and seven nallors are in eur bands, We had
no casusalties.”

Further despatches add: * The Merrimae and
the crulser mdrvanced under the cover of Lue
lowa's fire, whereupon two torpade-boat destroy-
ere, under the protection of the firo of the Almi-
rante Oquendo, which carrled Admiral Corvera's
fag, terpedesd Lhe Merrimao and sunk her, The
prisoners were taken an board the Almirante
Oquendo.”

The Ministry of Marlne has received a Inconlo
message from Admiral Cervers, dated yester-
day, expressing his thanks for the (iovarnment's
ocoegratulations, According to Seflor Aunon,
Minlster of Marine, Cervera doos not allude to
any recent avents.

HAYTL'S VERSION OF THE NEWS,

A Fow Mare Botnills Thal Csme Over the Cabls

Eyecial Cable Daspatoh te Tas Non.

Port av Puisce, Haytl, June 4.—Fuarther
advices recelved here from Santisgo de Cuba
confirm the statenent cubled yesterdsy thut
the Amerloay stenmer Merrimar had boen sunk
Ly & torpedo while attewpting Lo enter the hag-
Lour there,

What the abject was in sending the vessol lnto
the chiunnel kuown o bo mined lsnot known
here, but It is snpposed that the commander of
the Awmerlcan feel wis carrylng out some
stintegical plan when be despatclied the Merrl-
may on ber perllous wission,

Thereport iv also confirmed that slght men
wore captured from the Merrimae by the Spans
Inpds—nn oMeer, an engineor, wnd six seamen.
Frow theinformation received here it is thoukht
that the prisoners were unipjured by the ex
plosion which destroyed Lheir ship,

It the Merriwiac sank in the chanuel |t s

roi will ba abie te leave (ho Lurbor, whilo st the
we time the American
unable Lo snter,
Furthar news from Bantlagois awaited with
wuch iuterest, as it is believed that s big battle
bas beeu fought there,

He spent one year ‘\?runlr probable thet Adwiral Cervara's squad-

warships will be

OUR FLEET RFFOLE RANTIAG®,

The Bpaniards faw 40 of Qur Ships en Friday
mmd Guly 1Y Veslerday.
Bpecini Cable Deapaleh to Tuk Sun,

Oare Havries, June 4—Advices from Hanti-
et wre Lo Lhe effect Lhal Lweily Amurican war-
philpy wers counied crulslug bofore that port
yesbarday, amnoug thew belug Bve batlieships,
Today unly soventeen sbips were seon,

The Gobble Fubliskiag Ca's

mmmm

E ? rabed l‘r:%.ltllhu is

COMFORT FuR THE ENEMY,

Mudrid Rejnicrs Bornuse Bonneti's Paper Says
Ve Are Tieed of the War,

Epecial Cable Deapatsh to Tun Suon

Mapnin, June §.—The entire preas |8 exalting
aver an artiole published In the Paris sdition of
the New York Herald advoeating pance, Al of
Lhe nawapapers interpret (L an meaning that tho
Unlted States Giovernment in appalled at tho
magnitude of the struggle and I8 anxlous to ee-
cape from s tercible dilemma.

The Epoca anys the Herild sonfarsns that the
Unlted Sinten I8 beginning to ties of the war,
which was provoked by the sonsational press;
that Presldent MeKinley In becomnlng unpopu-
Inr, and that publio opinfon ls Inclined toward &
restoration of peace,

The Epoca continues: “1f the Herald really
adheres to these opintonn wa willingly Indorse
the statements 1t has made, bolieving them to
be sincera, A natlon so groat and powerful as
the Lnited States would lose nothing by reo-
titylng sany error she may have comniitted,
We will go further and confess that the Incli-
nation for peace (s pradowinant In Spain, We
are equally conviuced that there s no valia
rearon for war except the defence of Spain's
dignity, which has besn outraged by Intolerable
fmposition, KEverybody hera deplores the bor-
rors of war, but. nohody eovets pesace unless it
shall be seanred upon honorable terme,"

The other nowspapnrs slso welcome thoe
Herald's declaration ns a presage of ponce upon
terma fuvorable to Spuin,

There Is noconfirmution of tha rumers of {m-
pending peace. Despite Safior Giron's deolarn-
tion that Spaln wauld net rofuses an honorable
solution, It is nnderstood thnt the only condition
of peace ncceptable at presant is tho restoration
of the status glio anle

AAMPSON A COMMUDORE SUDN,

An Aotleg Rear Adumiral e Commnands the
Mast Poworful Fieot In the Savy.

WasimisaToN, June 4. -Acting Iear-Admi-
ral Hompson will bocowe a Commodore on
July 8, upon the retirement of Hear-Admiral
Willlam A. Kirkland, at pressnt senior oflicor
of the service on the active 1w, Admiral
Sampson is now tlie senior Capluin of the navy,
baving been advanced to that erade by the pro-
motlon of Commodore Dewasy to the rank of
Hear-Admiral. He remains the junlor Commo-
dore until noxt November, when Cominodore
Norton retires, and thus makess one number for
Bim. Admiral Kirklund s the fiest oflcer of
the navy from the South to be the senior offi-
cer of the whole servics ainca the war, and Ia
one of the few oMuers of the navy of high rank
appointod from o Southern Sinte, The Ad-
wlral halls from North Caroline, and sars he
Intends returning to hls old home when he glves
up acllve servics. Now he Is commandant of
the Maro Inlsnd Navy Yard, and within two or
thres woeks (s to be detached from duty pre-
paratory to retirament under the age'limit, Ad-
miral Miller, now commanding the Pacifio sta-
Uon, then becumes senlor offiesr, to remaln sb
until the Iate nutumn, when he, tob, retires,
Then Adiviral Sicanl becomes the ranking ol
cer, Of the slx Hear Adinirals, two only are in
command of squadrons, ons of whom ia Ad
miral llewoy and the other Admiral Miller,
Uf the slx fiag ofMicers afloat, two are full Hear
Admirals, one an neting Rear Admiral, and the
others Commodores. The junfor offlcer on
the naval reglater, Admiral 8 , com-

SPAIN IN DIRE COI\DITIOV

LONDON ANXD NADRID TAKRE
GLOOMY VIEWY OF HER PLIGHT,

It Becomes More nnd Mars Fopniam—tyarlurs
far Peaco Wonla Pravably ¥s YMads If the
Milltary Party Did Not Tmsiaet That (he SArmy
HareatUhanor to Rairievn il Manils Defonts

Epecial Cuble Deapoteh to Tar Sex

Loxpox, June 4. The desoriptions of the st
uatian In Madeid and throughout Rpaln eee
celved In London ure of the gloomiest possible
chinracter, Most of the correspondents take un
allogothor Bopeless view of Spain's affaire. The
stull weitar of the Jhily Telegriph, unider the
caption of "The Coming Catasteophe,” snys that
Hpalo stands on the brink of an abyes from
which sstape seems Imipossible, and death with
dlgnity 1s the only hope. The rotiénnoss of the
whole polltical wystens and not the unequal con-
test with the United Statos s deolared 1o bo the
true cause of the coming political trrwedy,

Castolar's article, which Lns mado such o atie
in Mndrid this week, Is not an extromo utters
ance. lle 18 putanoken enough Lo Inclide the
crown with the Cabluel as 1esponsible for Lhe
ltnpending disastor. This e his langiage:

"I further errors are committed, there (s no
doubt that we shail bave at the supremo mo-
meut of untlonsl anguish vur own Sedan, I
must say this:

“The Caurt mixes ltself goo nisels with politis
cel affalry, und theroby Lo compromised by the
Incapacity of the head of the Government, The
Court likewlse I8 vompromised by the I'ope.
The Court hus sliown a proforence for Genernls
like Polavieja to the detriment of olliers like

Weyler, The Conrt bas ¢ommitied us to ine
direct forelgn Intervention,  Now, the Court is
wrong In following the Mue of polley taken by

tue Freneh Court bn 15002 W he dotaestic orfuis
cuntnues and vow alleots It vidusls in higher
position Lthen tue Minlsiors,

Custelar here guoles the ramor tiat the
Queen  Hegont Las proposed to abdicate ia
favor of unother regonoy to ward off the com-
Ing dauger. Conlinuiug, bo enys; *“The Queon
Tugent consldars that it s impossible for her to
Blgu & troaty of peace rosulting in the loss of &
part of the Spanivh territory without incurring
for herself and lLer son grave risks.  The posi-
tion of Maria Crlstine in thoe circlo of her rola
tives Is preclsely Lho saino as tunat of Marie An-
toinette, In the palace the Queen llegent is
wenerally doslgnated as the Austrian more than
among the peoplo. The Queen tewent roslly
boliovas that a Spanish Priocess at the head of
affaira could steer clear of ditfiouitivs, making
heavy and porilous sacrifices that would luvolve
the full of an Austrian ltogent, and na the Span-
ish Coustitution requires that the Prinorsses who
may be ealled to the regoncy he d ted In
an unequivocal manner, the Infauta lsabolln
stands tirat on the list, The Infanta i the sistar.
in-law of Cristine, In a Modrilefin born and
bred, and bse naturally mll the nationnl habits
and predilectivns that Cristioa could never
make her own, ‘Ihe Queen Hegent belleves
that lo confling the reins of government te
Isabelln, Alfonso X111, may be saved from the
dangars that now throaten, » = hat Spain may
st lsat obtain the deairr The Minlstors
deny this, but in sigay faninln It is gen-
erally credited, oo -~ Donolrates deoper
and deeper. and ad we are on Lhe way 1w &

mands the most powerful fleet, and the senlor,
Admiral Miller, has the smallest. Admiral
Sampson exercises wuthorlly over sevemty-six
vessels, and Admiral Miller aver three,

BLANCO OUT UFF FROM MADRID

t dé t. lot us”hope thas this dé-
m:ltllmlnl. will mot entail a great catastrophe,”

E nowspapers have boon rather bus-
Ny dlauuunm fresh schemen of inlervention by
the powers In the war. Most of thess state-
ments go wiide of the mark and betrsy ridiou-
lous ignorance. The position Lhas not been ma-
terinlly altered recently. What change thers s

All the Cablea by Which Me ¢ ¥ d
with Mpaln Have Been Cul.

WasmNaroN, June 4.—It becawme known for
Lhe firsl Lime to-day that telegraphie cowmmuni-
ocation batween Cuaptain-Gendtal Blanco and the
suthuritios at Madrid had been cut off by
sovering the cable, thus entirely Isolating
the HSpanish forces In Cuba from the
Guvernment of Spaln, Gen., Greely, Chlet eof
the Slgnal Corpa of Lhe army, who has charge of
all cable and telegraph lines, had authority
from the depariment aboul elgbt duys ago
lo Mt vut an expedition and te place it
under the direction of Lleut.-Col. James Allen
and Capt. Martin Heilen, both of the Signsl
Corps. No messages hnve passed over the
Froncu cable line from Santisgo to Hayll since
7 o'clock lwsl night, Noeword has yet been re:
celved of the culting of tho Britials cables lesvy-
ing Cuba by way of Jamalea, but the ofMolals
nre satisfied that these, loo, have been cnt.,

A stoamship fitted for the expedition wan se-
cured In New York and all the equipage neces-
eary forsuch m véuture was tokon abosrd, The
vessel nirived at Hey Wost last Suturday and
on Bunday morning started for the esst ond of
Cuba, and the work of grappling for the cable
began probahly on Tuesday. All the latest de-
vioew for locating the cable were utlllized, and
within lour days the object of the expedition
hina been accomplished, Mueck credit is due to
Cal, Allen and Capl. Helleu for the prompiness
with which the work was executed,

Inanunon aa the eutting of cables Is & war
mmoensurn, It ls oot expecied thal any complica-
tions will nrise, The fact that the lines must be
cut within tbhe thres-mile limnlt was borne in
mind by the commanders of the expedition,

PRESS ROATS OUT OF DANGER,

They Ave Ordersd (e Retire Ten Milea O San-
Ungs dekind Our Flest,

Kpecial Cabls Daapatoh fo Tux Sun,

KivosroN, June 4.—0On Thursday evening
the press boals, which Lave basn keeping close
rompany with the Amariean fleet since Tuen
day's bombardment, were ordered to retire Len
milen off Santiango.

This order was doubliess due to the fesling
among the naval oMcers that the presonce of
non-combatants in the thick of the Aght wasn
drawback to them, and that it would hest be
overcome hy sonding then a distance off shure.
where thelr safaty would cause no mnxleiy on
board the warshipa,

This actlon was taken by the correapondents
to mean that & battle vas impending, and iater
thelr ballof was confirmed when Lhe Awerlcan
fleet, numboering fifteen vesssls of all classes,
prepared for action the same night,

WERE THAEY SPANISNH WARSHIPAY

Thoe Bienmer Alinl Map Aoreoss Them a Litile
Weel of HMeyil
Apecial Cahle Dospateh te Tux Kum.
KinasroyN, Jamaica, June 4.—-Ths steamer
Altal, which srrived hiore Lo-duy, reporie baviog
poen four Spanish warships off the Ielaud of
Navasss on Wednesday,

Navassa 15 & small lsland between Jamalve
and Haytl and about (criy miles went of the
Haytian const. Tlere Is & lnrge probabllivy of
error in this reporl.

The Marvard al Kingoton,
Epsvial Cabie Daspsish fo TEs Son.

Pont st Prince, Hartd, Jues 4.—Acoording
v & despstelh from Hiugsion, Jamuica, the
United Sinten suziliary orwiser Harvard hes
arrived Liere.

Two American vessels are al Mole 5t Nlcolas

July Conpons an Bpnin's Debi io He Faid.
fpecial Cable Despateh to Tus Bun
Pamis, Juns 4.—The Spanish Fissncisl Dele-
gole bere bus Leen inforwod by bis Government
that the July coupous of the ozl rier dobs will
e paid lo guld ea July L

Lo work for peace, becaune It ins ocurred
iu Madrid, where the Ministerial politicians are
baginning to pluck up courage and look taots In
the face. The impression is growing there that
earthquakes will not necessarily follow the con-
clunion of pewce hasod upon the independence
of Cuba. The Queen Hogent is prepared, for
hersell wnd her son, Lo take the risk of paying
for pemce with Cuba and a war Indewnity, In
thia she haa bean encouraged by the counsels of
the Pupe, thie Crar, and thie Emperorfol Austrin,
who have Informod the pretender, Don Carlos,
that If bo should succeed in stealing 1hp Hpao.
Ish crown they will nov rerognize hin right to
wear L. Nobody in now afraid of the republi.
can bogey.

In all prooabllity overtures for pence would
bave reschod \Washingtun a fortnight ago woero
It not for the ubjoctions of the strong nillitary
party in Madrid. Men like Martine: Campos
and Weylor are saying that Manolls has
brought shume to the nation, and the honor of
the army requlres that the Epanlah soldiers
bave an opportunity of showing thelr martial
qualities, In truth, there s not & Spaniard of
any protensions to intelligence who does not be-
lisve that the Awerican urmy of Invasion will
get a good drubblog ln Cabs,  Every army oifl-
cor In fiercoly and ageressively confident of the
superlority of the Spanigh soldlers now In Cuba
over any force the United Htates will be able
to mend ugalost them before the end of this year,
Tuey declars, therofore, that the army must
hnve n chance to vindicate the national honor,
even thouzh thils shoula indefinitely prolong
the war, and Spain should luse the remainder
of her flopt and the Philippines. The indioa-
tions to-doy are that the wilitary party will
have Its way.

REJOIVINGS IN MADRID.

Sen Malter for Mpeeial Thanks is Our
Uwn Hiowiag Up of ihe Meorrimao.

Special Cable Deapateh to Tue Hux

AManmin, June 4, —In the Chamnber of Dopntiss
to-dey HBefiur Silveln, the Conservitive loader,
congratulatod the Government upon Lhe tidings
of Hpanish wictory recelved fromw Hanliage de
Citha,

defior Salmeron, the Republican londer, pro-
posed that & congratulstury tessnge be sent to
the millitury and naval forces in Cube. This was
nireed to uneniuusly,

sofior Aunon, Minister of Marine, snys Lhak
the wreck of the Merrimae does wol impede
parvization of the sntranve Jautiago Hay. The
coal that s on Lboard the wi k& may be rocor-
ered aud uscd by the Spanis  warships.

They

ADVIOE
It ta Bugurstod That Mus Neak Eurepran Intaps
veutlen (s End the War,

Specinl Cable Deapntoh fo Tom Row,

81, Perensi wi, June 4. -The Noror Fremyn
silvinon HSpaln to evak Furopent [nterventlon in
the war whh the United States. Lt says;
YHpaln eaunot win, Abd slio’ mny lose svery

thing except bor hoaor,

“The symipahy of L Kuropean poscers o
doubitless on the side of Spiln, AL the efaiue
time, it is imporsilie to Jgnore the faet that Ly
position to this vnedgial shrugele (s slmost Lope-
less. After wil Cuba s of 1 such value thas
Bpain should exbikust Ler resources for jLe sule,”

RUSSIAN o BPAIN.

BLANDERING GUMER,

Miauce Merorie His Alleged Belief That He
Wil Vight Our Arm ).
Hpecial Cubla Daapaloh 1o The KR

Mapnip, Juns & —Uaptain-Gesieral HRlsnce
telegraphs from Havaos thal it cutsaquence of
guarrsia Letween the insurgent lamders, (iarcis
snd Gomen, the bellef is growing thal Gimes
will lend his forces axalust Lthe Americans,

Thomns A lllunln Laiset Tricmph.

The *Siandard ™ bigh-grades phone
In Lhe world, II. Jmu :mau. BOM 06 and
wy.— Al
Werth Boslsg.
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